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This document contains the results of a national survey designed to 
the composition and location of oermanent citizens advisory committees operating 
within the nations school districts. The 52 district-wide, continuing atizens ^visory 
bodies identified by 290 responding school systems are listed 

The following information is given for each committee listed- (II Nameo^co^uteej 
(2) vear established, (3) origin of committee, (4) number of members, (5) vucupational 
representation. (6) selection of members, (7) internal committees. (8> freque^v r g 
meetings (9) financial , support. (10) 
additional commen 
on the categories 

dissolved oermanent committees, temporary wm-vv-., — - «--- ^ «• , 

assist those who may be involved in formulating a citizens advisory committee, twenty 
selected references on the formulation and operation of citizens aovisory committees 

are included in the bibliography- CJH> 
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CITIZENS /JDVlSCJBf 



cc:-:iittees 




sincerely 



interested in scktol 



i^provi-rtent can be of -vry real .'assistance to a 
school system's professional staxf and boa* - !! of 
education. The reccr~er.i3.it i ent> of citizens 
groups can set the stage for needed returns and 
innovations which night **therwi.sc be difficult 
to achieve. Often these recommendations are the 
result of a careful study of community needs and 



i -ari v tilTlt. CCnSOf[«£ TloC of SUCH 

UCdXlUv J ^***4 ^ * 

study can be a new and constructive understanding 



between the schools and the comuni ty. 

Sometimes school administrators and boards 
nen, in need of assistance in a particular prob- 
lem area, will appoint a committee of interested 
citizens to concentrate on this area to study 
the problem, check the pulse of public opznion, 
and submit findings and recommendations. Havzng 
completed this assignment, the committee is dis- 
banded. Less common are lay advisory committees 
which are permanent fixtures, formally organized 
and always available to the school administra- 
tion, board, and community at large. 

In an attempt to locate some permanent cit- 
izens advisory committees now in operation, the 
Educational Research Service sent the question- 
naire reproduced on pages 52 through 55 of this 
Circular to all school systems with 25,000 or 
more enrollment, to a selected group of school 
systems under 25,000 enrollment, and to school 
systems mentioned in srofessicnaJ. literature as 
having district-wide, continuing citizens ad- 
visory bodies operating within their districts. 
Reolies were received from the 3/1 school sys 
terns as follows: 



Stratum 1 (100,000 or more) 
Stratum 2 (50,000-99,999) 
Stratum 3 (25,000-49,999) 
Smaller systems 



Table A on page 2 shews 



Ques- 


Replies 


sent 


received 


25 


23 (92%) 


54 


52 (96%) 


90 


76 (84%) 


152 


139 (91%) 


321 


290 (90%) 



the number of the 



responding systems which reported permanent ad- 
visory committees. Respondents were asked not 



to include special purpose committees mandated 
bv law, such as vocational -d\ Lsory committees. 

individual summaries fer each of the zil con- 
tinuing citizens advisory committees identified 
in tills survey begin on page 7. 

'.Chile tnme 52 continuing lay advisory bodies 
are probably not the only such committees in op- 
eration on oi permanent basis, they are no doubt 
representative of the wide variety of ways in 
which citizens committees are constituted and op- 
erate. 



Year established 

Citizens advisory committees have been in 
existence a long time — at least since 1919 ac- 
cording to Dr. J. H. Hull in his 1949 doctoral 
dissertation (see item 11 on the bibliography, 
p. 51). Tills 1967-68 survey, too, turned up a 
permanent citizens advisory committee established 
in 1919, the Women's Advisory Committee of Mitch- 
ell, South Dakota, which is still going strong 
as it approaches its fiftieth year. 

Figure 1 on page 2 sho*?s the *una?er of con- 
tinuing connnittees established in each of *~ne 
time intervals represented. As can be seen from 
the figure, slightly more than half of the com- 
mittees in this report have been xnxtxated sxnce 

1960. 



Origin of committees 

Among the 52 committees reported in this 
Circular, the impetus for greater citizen par- 
ticipation in educational affairs seems to have 
originated with the board of education or ad- 
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T.nMe A 

SCHOOL SYSTEMS , BY ENROLLMENT STRATA, 
MlHi DISTRICT-MICE CONTINUING 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEES 



Enrollment 

stratum 


Number of school systems 


Totals 


Having 

permanent 

committees 


Not having 

permanent 

committees 


Stratum 1 


4 


19 


23 


Stratum 2 


6 


46 


52 


Stratum 3 


13 - 


63 


76 


Smaller 


27 - 


112 


139 


Totals 


50^ 


240 


290 


a/ Incl 


udes one system 


; with three psiusnsiit 


committees. 


making a total 


of 52 committees- 



ministration rather than with the community at 
large. Tnirty-two of these committees were ini- 
ated by boards of education, and another 10 were 
organized at the Instigation of the superintend- 
ent of schools. 

Eight of the committees were citizen-initi- 
ated, and four of these still operate without 
formal board recognition. One committee was or- 
ganized by the chamber of commerce, while the 
establishment of the permanent committee in 
another system was originally suggested by an ad 
hoc lay advisory body appointed by the board of 
education. 



of representatives of community organizations, 
because it is possible that the number cf organi- 
zations wishing to send representatives may fluc- 
tuate- Generally, however, only one voting mem- 
ber represents each organization. 

As Table B shews, the number of voting mem- 
bers on the 52 committees ranges from five to 
450. While the median size of committee in 1967- 
68 is 26, the typical committee has from II to 30 
members. 

Ex officio r.erJrorc. Twenty-four of the 51 
questionnaires giving information on the number 
of committee members reported no ex officio mem- 
bers, and two reported that the committees have 
associate, non-voting members or member groups - 
Among the 25 systems which reported ex officio 
members, the number of these members ranged from 
one to 75; for all but four committees, the num- 
ber was five or less. In 17 of the 25 systems 
with ex officio menbership, the superintendent 
is n umb ered among the ex officio members - 



Figure 1 



Number of members 

Voting msribers. The questionnaire form, in 
asking for the nunber of voting and ex officio 
menbers on the committee, did not ask whether 
the number is limited either by custom or consti- 
tution. However, from additional information 
volunteered by the respondents, it is possible 
to deter mi ne that in 29 citizens advisory com- 
mittees the number of voting meebers IS limited 
in some way. 

Information volunteered by respondents also 
indicates that for another 17 committees there 
is theoretically no limit to the number of voting 
members. In some of these cases this is because 
menbership is open to all who attend meetings, 
to all residents, or to all who pay nominal an- 
nual dues. Also included among those committees 
with unlimited members are those groups composed 




YEARS IN WHICH CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
WERE ORGANIZED IN 52 SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
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